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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Claims 1-15 (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) A compound which is a benzenesulfonamide derivative of 
the formula I 




in which the variables are as defined below: 



X 1 is hydrogen or halogen; 
X 2 is chlorine; 

X 3 is hydrogen , cyano, or C r C 6 -alkyl, G 4 -C § a l koxy Ci -G ^a l kyl, 

€ 3 -G ? cycloa l kyl, C 3 -G 6 - alkenyl, C3 -G 9 a l kynyl or phenyl C4 -G 4 a l kyl, 
wh e r e th e ph e ny l rad i ca l for its part may bo partia l ly or fu ll y ha l ogenat o d 
and/or subst i tut e d by on e to three rad i ca l s s ele ct e d from th e group 

Y is a group -C(A)B; 

A is oxygen; 

B is oxygen or sulfur; 
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R 1 is hydrogen, ha l ogon, hydroxyl, CrC 8 -alkyl, C 3 -C 7 -cycloalkyl, G§-G ? - 

Ci-C 8 -alkoxy, G 3 -G ? cyc l oalkyloxy, Ca -G g a l konyloxy, C a -Q § a l kynyloxy, 

wh e re the 13 last montionod radica l s for thoir part may bo part i ally or 
ful l y ha l og e natod and/or may carry on e to throo subst i tuonts s e lected 
from tho group cons i st i ng of cyano, NO g , hydroxy l , C^ e-aJkyVG^e- 
haloa l ky l , C3 -G 7 cycloalky l , C± -G & a l koxy, C4 -G 6 haloa l koxy, C 3 -G?- 

G 6 ha l oa l ky l th i o, amino, CU -G g alky l am i no, d i (C4 .-G § - a l ky l )am i no, Ci -Ce- 

y4r-G4-G§- 

G g - haloa l kylcarbony l , Cg-G e alkony l carbonyl, Cy G g-a l kyny l carbonyl, 

a l konyloxycarbonyl, Cy -G g - alkyny l oxycarbony l , m e rcaptocarbony l , C4 - 
G s - a l ky l thiocarbony l , C^ -G g-haloa l ky l th i ocarbony l , Cg-G € - 
a l k e ny l th i ocarbony l , C 3 -G e a l kynylthiocarbonyl, am i nocarbonyl, C4 -G6- 

ha l oalkylaminocarbony l , di(C 4 -G e haloa l ky l am i no)carbony l , Cg-G g - 



alkyny l am i nocarbony l , di(C 3 -G g a l kyny l amino)carbonyl, phenyl, 
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four to six memborod hotorocyclyl wh i ch may bo part i ally or fu ll y 
ha l ogonat e d and/or subst i tuted by on e to threo rad i ca l s s e lectod from 



four - to s i x - m e mb e r e d h e t e roGyclyl - C4 -£ 4 - alky l wh i ch may b e part i a ll y c 
fu l ly halog e nat e d and/or substituted by ono to throo radica l s soloctod 



( - m e mber e d h e t e roaryl having on e to four nitrog e n atoms 



hav i ng on e to thr ee nitrog e n atoms and on e oxyg e n c 



3 sulfur atom 



or hav i ng on e oxygon or su l fur atom, which rad i cal may bo part i a ll y or 
ful l y ha l ogenated and/or subst i tuted by on e to three rad i cals s olo ct o d 

G 4 - 



fiv e or s i x memborod hotoroaryl C4 -G 4 -a l ky l hav i ng ono to four n i trogen 
atoms or hav i ng ono to three nitrogen atoms and ono oxygen or on o 
sulfur atom or hav i ng ono oxyg e n or su l fur atom, wh i ch rad i cal may b o 
partia l ly or fu ll y ha l og e nat e d and/or subst i tut e d by on e to thr ee rad i cals 

a l ky l )amino; 
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phenvl-C i-Cj . alkvl, wherein C -i-C g alkvl may be substituted by Ci-C« 
alkoxycarbonyl. 

Q is a rad i ca l se l ected from the group consisting of Gf-te-Q 39 
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R 



A N 



\ 
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N 

Q3 8 



R 45/ N' 



Q37 Q38 Q39 

A^-te-A 4 * A 8 and A 9 are oxygen or su l fur ; 

ha l oalkoxy, C^ Q % a l k e ny l , Cg-G § ha l oa l kenyl, C a -G & a l konyloxy, C 3 -G 6 - 



R^^fl^^^^fl^^rR^^ai^^rOf-R^-af^-R 47 together w i th tho atoms to 
wh i ch th o y ar o attached form a thr oe to s e v e n m o mbor e d h o t o rocyc l e 
which for its part may bo part i a ll y or fu l ly halogonatod and/or substitut e d 
by ono to throo radicals seloctod from tho group cons i st i ng of C 4 -Ge- 
c i lR y l 3 n d C ^C^ ci lRoxy" 

Gy-G ? cyc l oa l kyloxy, C 4 -G s a l koxy, C 4 - 
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R^^^^Q^f^^^-aF^^^-af^^^f^^-af^ ^ tog e th e r w i th 
the atoms to which th e y ar e attach e d form a thre e- to seven - m e mb e r e d 
heterooyo l e which for i ts part may b e partial l y or ful l y halog e nat e d 
and/or substituted by ono to three radica l s s e l e ct e d from th o group 
c onsist ing of C4. C% a lk y l a n d C4 C § a l k o xy * 

R^r-R^-r-R^T-R^T-R^-afld-R 28 

R 47 , R 38 , R 34 , R 3 * a n d R 4 0 
a lk y lthi o C4 

alkony l oxy, C$ -G % alkynyl or C 3 C% a l kyny l oxy; 




R 2 4 i c hy dro g e n, C4. C% alky l , C4. Ce ha l oa lk y l , Ca C§ a l keny l , C§ a l ky n y l, 
Qa-C % ha l oa l koxy, am i no, C i-G g a l kylam i no or 



R 29 is hydrogen, C r C g alkyl, or amino; 
R 30 is C r C g haloalkyl; 
R 31 is hydrogen; 

or an agriculturally useful salt thereof. 



1 7. (Previously Presented) A compound of claim 1 6, in which X 1 is hydrogen, 
fluorine or chlorine. 
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18. (Canceled.) 



19. (Canceled.) 



20. (Withdrawn) A process for preparing a compound of claim 1 6, where X 3 is 

hydrogen, which comprises reacting a benzenesulfonyl iso(thio)cyanate of the 
formula II 




II, 



where X 1 , X 2 , A and Q are as defined in claim 16, 



with an alcohol or thiol of the formula IV 



HBR 1 



II! where B = NR 2 
IV where B = O, S 



where R 1 is as defined in claim 16. 



21 . (Withdrawn) A benzenesulfonyl iso(thio)cyanate of the formula II 
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II, 



where X 1 , X 2 , A and Q are as defined in claim 16. 

22. (Currently Amended) [[A]] An herbicidal composition comprising a herbicidally 
effective amount of at least one benzenesulfonamide derivative of the formula I 
or an agriculturally useful salt of I according to claim 16 and further comprising 
auxiliaries customary for formulating crop protection agents. 

23. (Currently Amended) [[A]] An herbicidal composition for the desiccation and/or 
defoliation of plants, comprising such an amount of at least one 
benzenesulfonamide derivative of the formula I or an agriculturally useful salt of I 
according to claim 16 that acts as a desiccant and/or defoliant, and further 
comprising aux il iar i os customary for formulating crop protoction agonts growth 
regulating compounds . 

24. (Withdrawn) A process for preparing herbicidally effective compositions, which 
comprises mixing a herbicidally effective amount of at least one 
benzenesulfonamide derivative of the formula I or an agriculturally useful salt of I 
according to claim 16 and auxiliaries customary for formulating crop protection 
agents. 
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25. (Withdrawn) A process for preparing compositions having desiccant and/or 
defoliant action, which comprises mixing a desiccant and/or defoliant effective 
amount of at least one compound according to claim 16 and auxiliaries 
customary for formulating crop protection agents. 

26. (Withdrawn) A method for controlling unwanted vegetation, wherein a 
herbicidally effective amount of at least one benzenesulfonamide derivative of 
the formula I or an agriculturally useful salt of I according to claim 16 is allowed to 
act on the unwanted vegetation, their habitat and/or on their seeds. 

27. (Withdrawn) A method for the desiccation and/or defoliation of plants, which 
comprises allowing a desiccant and/or defoliant effective amount of at least one 
compound according to claim 16 to act on the plants. 



28-39. (Canceled.) 



